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BY WINNIE BONELLI

Elementary school recipients of Tri-County Scholarship Fund scholarships enjoy Farm Day, an annual fall event on the Tri-County calendar

Make a Difference in a Child's Life

' nce you see the kids, the spark in their eyes that edu-

Ocation gives them and their desire for more, there is
no way you can turn your back on them,” says Donna D. Mar-
ki, co-chair of the 30th Tri-County Scholarship Fund (TCSF)
Annual Dinner on October 11 at the Hilton Parsippany. “All
these kids need is an opportunity.”

That opportunity has materialized in the form of more
than 28,000 scholarships over the years. Among the recipi-
ents have been Miguel Ramos and his three siblings Kyle,
Ashley and Samantha.

Living in one of Paterson’s poorest sections, Miguel’s moth-
er Alison struggled daily to put food on the table after leaving
an abusive marriage. Alison was determined to provide a bet-
ter future for her kids. That better future came as a result of a
chance meeting with Sister Joanne, the principal of Blessed
Sacrament Elementary School, who referred Alison to TCSE.

Thanks to Alison’s perseverance and TCSF’s financial assis-
tance, the youngsters were soon attending Blessed Sacrament
Elementary School and later Paterson Catholic High School.

“This year the need is even greater, given the current eco-
nomic climate and disastrous flooding that has plagued the
area in recent months,” Marki points out.

Gregory Floyd, president of TCSE adds, “We have re-
mained one of the best-kept secrets in Morris, Passaic and
Sussex counties, despite all the money we’ve given away
through the years. The only requirements are need and an
innate potential or promise. The scholarships are distributed
for grades K-12.”

The majority of scholarship recipients come from single-
parent households numbering three children and with an
average income of $25,000. Despite parents' desire for their
children to receive a better education in a safe, culturally
enriching, high-performance school, the reality of the high
tuition each year normally makes this prospect prohibitive.

It was this discrepancy that prompted Edward L. Hennessy
Jr., retired CEO of Allied Signal, and the Most Reverend Frank
J. Rodimer to found the TCSF in 1981. Over the years, the
fund has drawn its resources and expertise from leaders in the
areas of finance, law, medicine, banking, accounting, educa-
tion and publishing. The trustees of TCSF have never strayed
from the basic goal “to help the kids succeed.”

A barometer of the fund's success can be judged by some
statistics. Floyd reports that 100 percent of TCSF’s seniors
graduated in June from high school and 96 percent went on
to institutions of higher learning. This is impressive when you
consider that less than 60 percent of inner-city students com-
plete their high school studies.

In addition to the financial support, TCSF conducts charac-
ter development and leadership-training seminars, mentoring
programs and culturally inspired outings such as the annual
Farm Day. A longtime trustee welcomes 300 inner-city kids
daily to his massive Clinton spread where they pick pump-
kins, ride ponies and enjoy carnival-like activities.

Actively involved is TCSF's Young Professionals' Group,
populated by people between 22 and 35 years of age, which
recently hosted “Toast for a Cause” at Manhattan’s Studio
450. The event drew more than 250 partygoers.

The largest fundraiser, however, is the Annual Dinner. This
year’s honorees are Thomas J. Healey of Healey Development,
Sharon C. Taylor of Prudential who will receive the Hall of
Fame Award and Derrell Bradford of Better Education for Kids
who will be given the Making a Difference Award. TCSF hopes
to generate $1 million from dinner receipts to underwrite the
costs of financial assistance to hundreds of children during
the current school year.

For more information on TCSF or reservations for the 30th
Annual Awards Dinner, phone (973) 974-9600 or log onto
www.tcsfund.org. .&.











